IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR VETERANS CLAIMS
J. RONI FREUND &
MARY S. MATHEWSON,
Petitioners,
v.
DENIS MCDONOUGH,
in his capacity as
Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
Respondent.
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)
)

Vet. App. No. 21-4168

SOLZE NOTICE
This Court has directed that, in all cases before it, the parties are under a duty to notify
the Court of developments that could deprive it of jurisdiction or otherwise affect its decision.
Solze v. Shinseki, 26 Vet. App. 299, 301 (2013). This broad duty is continuing and encompasses
“any development which may conceivably affect” the Court’s decision in a case. Id. at 302
(emphasis in Solze). When any such development occurs, it is “irrelevant” whether a party
believes it would affect the Court’s decision because “that [is] not a question within the parties’
power to decide.” Id.
The undersigned regretfully notify the Court that Petitioner J. Roni Freund has died.
She passed away on July 7, 2022. On August 1, 2022, the Department of Veterans Affairs
wrote to Ms. Freund’s estate, stating that VA had received notice of her death and requesting
the estate’s confirmation. See Exhibit. On August 8, 2022, one of Ms. Freund’s surviving
brothers confirmed Ms. Freund’s death by telephone call with the undersigned’s office.

We are seeking a copy of Ms. Freund’s death certificate and have begun to work with
Ms. Freund’s survivors to determine whether any individual is eligible and desires to proceed
as substitute claimant in Ms. Freund’s agency-level proceedings and as substitute petitioner in
the proceedings that Ms. Freund and Petitioner Mary S. Mathewson initiated before this Court.

August 8, 2022

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ John D. Niles
John D. Niles
Kenneth H. Dojaquez
Carpenter Chartered
P.O. Box 2099
Topeka, KS 66601
785-357-5251
john@carpenterchartered.com
kenny@carpenterchartered.com
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