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SOLZE V. SHINSEKI NOTICE TO THE COURT  

 
This Court has directed that, in all cases before it, the parties are under a duty to notify 

the Court of developments that could deprive it of jurisdiction or otherwise affect its decision. 

Solze v. Shinseki, 26 Vet. App. 299, 301 (2013). This is a continuing duty. Id. at 302. 

In the Petition, Mr. Collett referred in several places to a reduction in rating evaluation, 

effective October 1, 2020, of degenerative disc disease, lumbar spine, from 60 percent to 10 

percent disabling; slight subluxation, right knee, from 10 percent to 0 percent disabling; and 

slight subluxation, left knee, from 10 percent to 0 percent disabling. See Pet. at 2, 14–15. 

Mr. Collett also noted that he was seeking Higher-Level Review regarding those reductions 

and that, when he filed his Petition, the Secretary had not completed the Higher-Level Review. 

Id. at 15.  

On March 5, 2021, Mr. Collett notified this Court that, on February 22, 2021, VA had 

issued a Rating Decision on that Higher-Level Review. The Rating Decision: (1) increased 

Mr. Collett’s rating evaluation of degenerative disc disease, lumbar spine, from 10 percent to 

40 percent effective October 1, 2020; (2) continued the rating evaluation of subluxation, left 
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knee, at 0 percent disabling; and (3) continued the rating evaluation of subluxation, right knee, 

at 0 percent disabling. See Solze v. Shinseki Notice to the Court (Mar. 5, 2021). 

Mr. Collett notifies the Court that, on May 5, 2021, VA issued a new Rating Decision. 

It reinstates, effective October 1, 2020: (1) the 60 percent rating evaluation for degenerative 

disc disease, lumbar spine; (2) the 10 percent rating evaluation of subluxation, left knee; and 

(3) the 10 percent rating evaluation of subluxation, right knee. 

Mr. Collett is enclosing a copy of the Rating Decision narrative as Exhibit 1. 
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EXHIBIT 1 




















